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centuries B.C., were also found. These are considered by
Professor Sellin to be the sacred name Yah. and Yahti
. . , used regularly in the Aramaic inscriptions from
Assuan and Elephantine" (Guardian, Feb. 17, 1909,
p. 241),

It is most probable that the coin bearing this sacred
name was issued from Gaza, which had been the chief
city of the Philistines, who would be familiar with the
name of the God of Israel. Gaza was in the territory of
Judah, and the acknowledgment of this name as that of
the supreme God is less surprising in this southern city
than among the Sidonians. Mr. T. Tyler, in his article
on " The Origin of the Tetragrammaton" in the Jewish
Quarterly Beview above mentioned, notices that there
was much intercourse between Crete and Gaza. He
notices a coin of Crete of the time of Hadrian bearing a
Semitic title of the God of the Cretans, Maran, meaning
" our Lord." The name is familiar to us from the word
MapavaOa used by St. Paul (1 Cor. xvi. 22). It is
evidence of the many titles and names used to express
the one idea of the supreme God, Maran, Baal, Zeus, lahve.

Semitic scholars are not agreed as to whether the
shorter forms of the name, n1' or in*, are earlier or later
than the fuller form, mn*. The opinion that the shorter
form is earlier is growing, and the jar handles and
papyri together with the legend on this coin point, at
any rate, to the wide diffusion of the triliteral form of
the name.

M. Six and M. Babelon refer the legend irv to the god
'Iao>, a deity very seldom mentioned; even in Eoscher's
Lexicon only four references are given.

1, To Diodorus Sic. (i. 94. 2), who states that 'law is
the same as the Jehovah of the Jews.